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NEW DATA ON GAY DISCHARGES
Military Fires More Mission-Critical Specialists

Date: March 12, 2009

SANTA BARBARA, CA, March 12, 2009 -- The Defense Department has provided new data about
gay discharges under “don’t ask, don’t tell” to Congressman Jim Moran (D-VA). The data show that
during January 2009, the Army discharged eleven gay service members for homosexuality.

Service members discharged in January include one human intelligence collector, one military police
officer, four infantry personnel and others. The new data were first announced in a USA Today op-ed
this morning written by Palm Senior Research Fellow, Nathaniel Frank.

The loss of mission-critical troops prompted some lawmakers and experts to question the wisdom of
“don’t ask, don’t tell.” Congressman Moran asked, “How many more good soldiers are we willing to
lose due to a bad policy that makes us less safe and secure?”

Frank said that “firing mission-critical human intelligence specialists and other badly needed troops
may undermine the military’s ability to pursue its mission.” His new book, Unfriendly Fire: How the
Gay Ban Undermines the Military and Weakens America, documents a pattern of discharging Arabic
linguists and other mission-critical troops.
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The Palm Center is a research institute at the University of California, Santa Barbara. The Center uses
rigorous social science to inform public discussions of controversial social issues, enabling policy
outcomes to be informed more by evidence than by emotion. Its data-driven approach is premised on
the notion that the public makes wise choices on social issues when high-quality information is
available. For more information, visit www.palmcenter.ucsb.edu.
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CHAPTER 15 LOSS COUNTS
(ME JAN 03 Only)

Data as of ME January 2009

PMOS 200901
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VME = month ending

KEY:

PMOS = Job specialty

11B = Infantry

11X =Infantry

31B = Military Police

35M = Human Intelligence Collector
68W = Health Care Specialist

88M = Motor Transport Operator
92W = Water Treatment Specialist
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